
 
 
 
 
 

Seminal Documents  
for Understanding  

Settler-Indigenous Relations  
in North America 

 
 
 

The Indian Act: 

www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/

article/indian-act 

The Royal Proclamation of 1763: 
https://indigenousfoundations.arts.ubc.ca/
royal_proclamation_1763/#:~:text=The%

20Royal%20Proclamation%20is%
20a,won%20the%20Seven%20Years%

20War.) 
 

The White Paper by Jean Chretien  
and Pierre Trudeau: 

(https://indigenousfoundations.arts.ubc.ca/
the_white_paper_1969) 

 
The Red Paper  

(https://www.ictinc.ca/blog/the-red-paper-a-
counter-punch-to-the-white-paper) 

 
The Doctrine of Discovery  

and Terra Nullius: 
www.theindigenousfoundation.org/articles/
the-doctrine-of-discovery-and-terra-nullius 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Book List 
 
 

• True Reconciliation: How to Be a Force 
for Change by Jody Wilson-Raybould 

• This Is Not a Peace Pipe: Towards a 
Critical Indigenous Philosophy by Dale 
Turner  

• Buffalo Shout, Salmon Cry: Conversa-
tions on Creation, Land Justice, and Life 
Together by Steve Heinrichs, Harold 
Press  

• Arresting Hope: Women Taking Action in 
Prison Health Inside Out, edited by Ruth 
Elwood Martin, Mo Korchinski, Lynn 
Fels and Carl Leggo  

• The Inconvenient Indian by Thomas 
King  

• Our Home and Treaty Land: Walking our 
Creation Story by Raymond Aldred and 
Matthew Anderson 

• Seven Fallen Feathers by Tanya Talaga 
• Learning the Plains: disease, politics of 

starvation and the loss of Aboriginal Life 
by James Daschuk 

• Bad Cree by Jessica Johns (CBC Best 
Books of the Year shortlist)                                                                                  

• Braiding Sweetgrass:  Indigenous Wis-
dom, Scientific Knowledge and the 
Teachings of Plants by Robin Wall Kim-
merer 

• 21 Things You May Not Know about the 
Indian Act by Bob Joseph 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Web Resources 
Video and Article Links 

 
• National Indigenous News:   

www.aptn.ca 
• 1491: The Untold Story of the Ameri-

cas Before Columbus: 
www.aptnlumi.ca 

• Indiginews, Indigenous-led online 
journalism: indiginews.com 

• List from 21 Things You May Not 
Have Known About the Indian Act: 
(ictinc.ca) 

• A Cedar is Life documentary & Tzou-
halem local legend:  
www.superchannel.ca 

• Indigenous Ally Toolkit-You want to 
be an Ally?:  https://
reseaumtlnetwork.com/en/
publication/ally-toolkit/ 

• Heartening story of sharing land on 
the prairies: 
www.reserve107thefilm.com  

• Overview of the UN Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples:   
https://vimeo.com/51598291 

• On Territorial Acknowledgment:    
https://guides.library.ubc.ca/distance-
research-xwi7xwa/
landacknowledgements#:~:text=A%
20land%20acknowledgement%20
(or%20territorial,a%20gathering%
20is%20taking%20place.                                                                 
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Children’s Books 
 

• The Honour Drum: Sharing First Nations 
Truth with Children by Rick Huff and 
Cheryl Bear       

• Shi-shi-etko by Nicola Campbell (Ages 4-
8)                                                             

• As long as the Rivers Flow by Larry Loyie 
(Ages 9-12)                                                                                    

• We feel good out here = Zhik gwaa'an, 
nakhwatthaiitat qwiinzii (The Land is Our 
Storybook)                        by Julie-Ann 
André and Mindy Willett (Ages 9-12)  

• For more children’s books check out 
Strong Nations Books in Nanation, phone 
250.758.4287 

 

 

Stories  
 

• Snuneymuxw History Written in Places 
and Space: Ancestors' Voices — An 
Echo in Time by Geraldine Manson 

• Neither Wolf Nor Dog by Kent Nerburn 
(now also a movie)                                                                          

• The Truth About Stories by Thomas King 
• Seven Fallen Feathers by Tanya Talaga 
• Five Little Indians by Michelle Good 

 
 
 

About Snuneymuxw  
First Nation 

 
 

Official website: 
https://www.snuneymuxw.ca/ 

 

Wikipedia: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Snuneymuxw_First_Nation 

 

Snuneymuxw Cultural 
Interpretive Tours: 

https://newcastleisland.ca/cultural-
experiences 

 

Petroglyph Development Group 
https://petroglyphdg.com/ 

 

Indigenous Days of  
Recognition in Canada 

 

Have a Heart Day - Feb 14 
Moosehide Campaign - May 
Elderbeary Day - March 20 

Indigenous Languages Day - March 31 
MMIW Red Dress Day - May 5 

Bear Witness Day - May 10 
Indigenous History Month - June 

Indigenous Peoples Day - June 21 
Orange Shirt Day - September 30 

Secret Path Week - Oct 17-22 
Indigenous Veterans - November 8 

Louis Riel Day - November 16 
Metis Week - November 14-29 

Rock Your Mocs - Mid November 

Language 

Jared Qwustenuxun Williams, is a 
noted Cowichan chef, story teller and a con-
versational Hul'q'umi'num language teach-
er.  His videos (Basic Words Everyone 
Should Know, Basic Hul'q'umi'num Greet-
ings, Some Hul'q'umi'num Tribe Names, 
The Quw'utsun Flood Story and more) can 
be found on YouTube.  
 
https://www.firstvoices.com/hulquminum 
 
https://salishweave.com/resource/
introduction-to-hulquminum/ 
 

Business Workbooks 
 

Listening to Indigenous Voices: 
a dialogue guide on justice and right  

relationships by the Jesuit forum for social 
faith and justice 

 
CRITR Business Workbook: 

Connecting, Resilience, Indigenous Truth & 
Reconciliation by Classroom Ready Inc. 

 

 
Truth and Reconciliation  

Commission and the  
94 Calls to Action 

 

One can find good information on the 94 

Calls to Action at the following sites: 

• Truth and Reconciliation Commission of 
Canada 

• https://www.rcaanc-cirnac.gc.ca/
eng/1450124405592/1529106060525 

• Indigenous Watchdog 
https://www.indigenous watchdog.org 

• Nation Talk 
https://nationtalk.ca 

• Thompson Rivers University 
https://www.tru.ca 

 
 

Understanding  

Decolonization and Racism 
 

• The Christian Imagination: Theology 
and the Origins of Race by Willie Jen-
nings, Yale University Press                                                                                                                                        

• Red Skin, White Masks: Rejecting the 
Colonial Politics of Recognition by 
Glen Sean Coulthard                  

• Settler Identity and Colonialism in 21
st 

Century Canada by Emma Battell 
Lowman and Adam J Barker, Fern-
wood Publishing                                                                                                                             

• Unsettling the Settler Within by Pau-
lette Reagan, UBC Press  

Created in partnership  

by United Way,  

Brechin United,  

Hope Lutheran and  

Holy Trinity Catholic Church 
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